EXHIBIT A
Proposal
Pre-Doctoral Consultancy Research Fellowship between WVU School of Pharmacy and AESARA
Objective:  To develop applied health outcomes researchers and leaders that would be eligible for positions in academia, consultancy or within the pharmaceutical industry. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a proposal for a pre-doctoral (PhD) fellowship program sponsored by AESARA (a HEOR/MA strategic consulting group) in collaboration with the West Virginia School of Pharmacy.  This would be a 1.5-2-year fellowship program with 20 hours per week devoted to working with AESARA and would begin the in the middle of the 2nd year and continue through the end of the 3rd year of the PhD program.  The fellow will be located in Morgantown, WV with virtual interactions with AESARA.  Fellows will be required to have experience in data analytics and past work in large administrative databases, preferably with a graduate degree in epidemiology or equivalent.  
The fellow will have the opportunity to conduct and consult on outcomes research with top worldwide pharmaceutical companies through an innovative HEOR/MA consulting group. Overall, this program will enhance the knowledge and real-world experience of the fellow and enhance the understanding of the integration of health outcomes research within the pharmaceutical industry. In addition, the fellow will get a better understanding of how HEOR/MA consulting groups communicate and interact with pharma initiated and how projects are started, conducted and finalized. 
The program will emphasize:
· Strategic thinking, 
· Understand how to work within a matrix environment. 
· Understanding of the US and global payer market
· How use of health outcomes data can be used in comparative effectiveness research
· How to communicate health outcomes evidence to external and internal customers
· Development of health outcomes strategies and how to develop studies to support that strategy.
· How to work in a fast-paced consultant environment  

Specific Learning Objectives
At completion of the Fellowship, the Fellow should be able to work within a pharmaceutical consulting company:
· Work directly with clients
· Develop pharma specific health outcomes study protocol(s) by choosing the most appropriate methodology to assess a study question for a particular external audience.
· Choose statistical methodology that is most appropriate for a particular study and audience. 
· Carry out pharma sponsored health outcomes studies from inception to publication submission.
· Work with internal AESARA personnel on methodology and analysis.
· Understanding outcome studies are developed and executed by Pharma consultants on behalf of a pharmaceutical company.
· Present own and co-authored abstracts at national meetings
· Defend objective, study design, and statistical analysis to internal/external colleagues.
· Work effectively within a team to develop and carryout a health outcome strategies.
· Effectively write research proposals for funding

Skills sets needed in ideal candidate.

· Master’s degree in data analytics/epidemiology or equivalent.
· Previous work in manipulation of large administrative and medical record databases
· Knowledge of statistical techniques for real world evidence studies using real world data
· Ability to write scientific and technical reports.
· Great communication skills 

Time Expectations

The fellowship will start January of the second year of the program.  The fellow will be expected to provide AESARA at least 20 hours a week for the 18-24 months of the fellowship.  This fellowship will be virtual however, the fellow will attend F2F meetings with AESARA personnel as needed. The Fellow will follow AESARA holiday schedule and not the academic calendar.

